Deeply theological and pastorally sensitive, this collection of sermons opens
the reader to the heart of one who continues to seek after the truth of God.
Forthright and searching, Russ Dean encourages us to “put away childish
things” in our belief system that we might journey further into the mystery of
finding our lives bound up with the graceful cadence of the Triune God. This
is the kind of disciplined thinking that can attract others to an examined and
therefore richer faith.
Molly T. Marshall, Ph.D.
President and Professor of Theology and Spiritual Formation (Retired)
Central Baptist Theological Seminary

In this perceptive memoir, Russ Dean details his personal, spiritual and intellectual pilgrimage inside, outside, and alongside Christian community and
concepts, much of it exemplified in his own sermons included throughout the
book. Dean’s journey of spiritual formation becomes an insightful guide for
the rest of us.
Bill J. Leonard, Professor of Baptist Studies Emeritus
Wake Forest University

Russ Dean has written a book for all of us who feel like we lost our church home
—like it slipped away from us, or was taken away from us, or just stopped feeling like home. Without a single trace of cynicism, Russ re-envisions Scripture,
faith tradition and faith affirmations, hymnody and theology, finding in them
truth, relevance, beauty, energy, and joy anew in a way that makes reading his
book feel like we might find our way back home too. In these careful reflections on his own life, we are invited to consider this book as a treasure map
that issues us our own invitation into a quest for a faith we can live with and
into.
John Ballenger
Woodbrook Baptist Church, Baltimore, MD

In many ways, Russ Dean’s memoir is an answer to the question: ‘How did a
nice, conservative kid like you become such an outspoken liberal?’ But Russ
answers the question as if he had asked it himself, digging down through the
strata of his life like an archaeologist, uncovering one brilliant turning point
after another and interspersing them with sermons that reveal the way his
mind was changing and questions that invite us to change our own. Finding
a New Way Home is a fascinating history of personal transformation, and I
like the Russ Dean who emerges even more than the nice, conservative kid he
used to be.
Jim Somerville
First Baptist Church, Richmond, VA

This fine collection of sermons by Russ Dean, Pastor of Park Road Baptist
Church in Charlotte, is a model for other contemporary pastors struggling
to proclaim a challenging and faithful Word from the pulpit. The sermons
reflect the hard work of careful scholarship and demonstrate Dean’s courage
in allowing the biblical tradition to speak in honest and often creative ways.
Remarkably, he is also committed to keeping abreast of current events and
literature and to recovering (or perhaps even discovering for the first time)
insights from his college and seminary studies. Dean understands the power of
language in the pulpit and fully embraces his multiple roles as priest, sage, and
prophet. A great resource for pastors and laypersons wrestling with faith and
proclamation in these uncertain times.
John C. Shelley
Professor of Religion, Emeritus
Furman University

I find people, pastors especially, who embrace faith without struggle to be
highly suspect. With raw honesty, Russ Dean invites us into his own experience, a window into “working out faith with fear and trembling.” Grappling
with essential questions about how God works in our lives and in the world,
Russ Dean shows us how to embrace the questions and deepen our faith as we
do.
Amy Butler
former Senior Minister, The Riverside Church in the City of New York
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Foreword

T

his book is a memoir of my journey in faith. That journey began in the
home of my childhood, but the chapters cover experiences extending
from some of my earliest memories until just a few years ago. I had already
begun reflecting on these experiences, theologically, as the later ones were
occurring, but it was not until a friend invited me to speak to his congregation
that I connected them. “You’re not what most of our people think of when
they hear the word Baptist,” the priest of a local Episcopal church said. “Come
talk to us about how you got where you are from where you started.”
It was a fascinating challenge. As I sat down to prepare a one-hour Sunday
school lesson for Episcopalian adults, I realized I had a story to tell. My suspicion is that this story, regardless of how eloquently I have or have not told it,
will resonate with many people. Too frequently I hear people speak of their
“bad experiences” with the church, experiences often occurring in the formative years of childhood or adolescence. Sadly, too many of these folks leave
organized religion, if not turn their backs altogether on a God they suspect has
turned a blind eye or a judgmental whim against them.
I have managed to stay within the realm of organized religion. In fact, it
is my life. I have not felt the need to abandon or reject God. In fact, God has
become more important, more real, more central to my story. I understand
those who leave, but because I believe so strongly in the church and the value
of faith in one’s life, I hope my experience might be an encouragement. One
can question, doubt, reject much of what we learned in our childhood, and
still remain faithful.
There is a “new way home.” Maybe my experiences will help some of you
find it.
Each chapter includes a sermon I have preached over the course of the
last eighteen years as co-pastor of the Park Road Baptist Church in Charlotte,
North Carolina, with my wife, Amy Jacks Dean. I include these sermons as a
testimony to the faith that has been developing and changing. I have enjoyed
the privilege of being a “professional proclaimer” of Christianity, and although
I did not write the sermons for this book, it should be clear in reading them
that the faith which is very real to me continues to be a “work in progress.”
Each chapter also begins with several “Questions to Consider.” Unlike
many books that conclude chapters with similar reflection/study questions,
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I have included these questions as a prelude to each chapter. I hope they will
whet your appetite and get your wheels turning in the right direction for the
chapter and sermon that follow.
To get the most out of these questions, you might reflect on them briefly
before you read and then come back to them before starting the next chapter.
There is room for you to make notes about your own experience and any
deepened insight you may have gained by reading my story and relating it to
your own faith experience.
Finding a New Way Home is not just a book; it really is the experience of
my life. I am glad to have this opportunity to share it with you. Especially if
you have strayed from the path and have considered leaving it all behind, I
welcome you. It’s a journey worth taking, because even if you are surprised
where you find yourself along the way today, you can be sure that home is
where your heart is—and where God is—and there’s just no place like it.
Welcome to the journey. Welcome home!
Note: As a means of emphasizing scripture, it has been our consistent
practice for nineteen years as the pastors of Park Road Baptist Church to italicize all quotations of scripture. I have maintained that practice in this book,
and all biblical quotes are from the New Revised Standard Version unless
otherwise noted.
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