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About CBF,  
Wilshire Baptist Church,  

and Our Partnership

About CBF
!e Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) is a Christian network comprised of 
individuals and nearly 1,800 churches that work together to share the hope of 
Christ. For more than twenty-$ve years CBF $eld personnel (missionaries) have 
been advocates for the communities and populations they serve. In addition, 
CBF has historic partnerships with advocacy organizations such as the Baptist 
Joint Committee for Religious Liberty and Bread for the World. However, the 
emphasis on advocacy as an organization did not emerge until late 2013 when 
executive coordinator Suzii Paynter hired Stephen Reeves as associate coordinator 
for partnerships and advocacy. Having both served with the Texas Baptist Chris-
tian Life Commission, Paynter and Reeves sought to bring the best of Baptist 
advocacy and public witness as learned through the legacy of T. B. Maston, Foy 
Valentine, James Dunn, and Phil Strickland, to name a few. CBF Advocacy is 
committed to promoting and encouraging missions-based advocacy that is led by 
congregations, ministers, and $eld personnel, not dictated by sta% or a resolution 
passed at an annual meeting or convention. !e central goal of CBF advocacy 
is to encourage, equip, and promote the voice of advocates in our midst as they 
encounter need. In doing so, we strive to exercise responsible Christian citizen-
ship by modeling a more e%ective, positive, and inclusive public witness for the 
church.

About Wilshire Baptist Church
Wilshire is a sixty-$ve-plus-year-old Baptist church located in Dallas, Texas, 
with an active membership of approximately 1,500. Christian advocacy has 
been a part of the fabric of Wilshire for many years through active support of 
the Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission (CLC). !e late Phil Strickland, 
former executive director of the CLC, was a member of Wilshire during his 
tenure with the CLC. His knowledge and passion led many members to engage 
in the work of faithful Christian advocacy. In 2013, through a strategic visioning 
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process involving more than 500 one-on-one interviews, the church discovered a 
desire to broaden its missional calling within the community through becoming 
“advocates for our community’s most vulnerable populations.” It was then that 
the church began to build upon the foundation Phil laid and $nd its voice as an 
advocate within the community and greater world.

Our Partnership
In 2014, Wilshire Baptist and the CBF began a three-year pilot project to answer 
the following question: What can advocacy look like within the local church 
context? !ey hired Katie Ferguson Murray to serve as Wilshire’s Christian 
advocacy specialist with the dual role of working to create an advocacy ministry 
at Wilshire and develop a toolkit to provide for other CBF congregations looking 
to strengthen or begin their own advocacy ministries. What follows are lessons 
from Wilshire, CBF Global, and feedback from membership and congregations 
within the fellowship.

Wilshire Baptist Church, Dallas, TX. 
Photo credit: Wilshire Baptist Church
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Introduction:  
How to Use This Toolkit

!is toolkit is designed for those who hope to increase the advocacy engage-
ment of their congregation or nonpro$t. While the primary audience is pastors 
and other congregational leaders, many of the lessons and suggestions for engag-
ing public policy contained in this toolkit would be equally applicable to other 
nonpro$t contexts. Individuals who feel a calling toward advocacy but may not 
be sure where or how to begin will $nd numerous concrete suggestions. Folks 
in the unique context of a CBF church will hopefully discover a way forward 
toward a more active public witness.

Most CBF churches have long had a strong commitment to support of 
global mission e%orts, local charitable work, and the historic institutional separa-
tion of church and state. For many CBF churches, consideration of systemic 
justice issues is much less likely. Most CBF churches are majority Anglo and may 
not be accustomed to hearing about political concerns or issues of social justice 
in their congregation. In addition, CBF congregations are nearly all “purple,” 
to use political parlance. !at is, most of our congregations have members that 
are committed Republicans and Democrats. In a highly polarized society, where 
even our churches are ideologically segregated, this is an increasingly unique 
characteristic. While on the one hand this can make discussion of issues with 
political implications di"cult, it also means that when it comes to action, CBF 
churches are uniquely situated to be e%ective. No matter the concern or the party 
of an elected o"cial, CBF congregations and members will likely have an oppor-
tunity to be heard. In addition, when a congregation works together to address 
an issue of common concern despite ideological di%erence, it is a terri$c witness 
amid divided times.

!is toolkit seeks to chart a way forward that reduces anxiety within the 
church by helping to clearly root advocacy in scripture, mission, and the call of 
the gospel on our lives. It is less focused on convincing readers that they should 
be concerned with the church’s public witness or the social/political implications 
of the gospel and the life of Christ. It will likely not answer all criticism that the 
church has no business publicly doing anything other than traditional evangelism 
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or charity. !ere are many theologians and pastors who have addressed such 
concerns, and several of their books are listed as resources.

!e types of resources included in each chapter vary widely. In this toolkit 
you will $nd concise summary resources that originally served as one-page 
handouts to educate our constituents on an issue. !ere are also articles and 
blog posts originally published elsewhere that explore and encourage advocacy. 
From her experience leading in a church setting, Katie Murray authored most of 
the concrete action steps for congregational advocacy, while some of the more 
general sections and issue-speci$c pieces were written by Stephen Reeves. If not 
clear, primary authorship will be indicated below each chapter title. If not other-
wise indicated, both Stephen and Katie contributed substantially to the chapter. 
Finally, we have included extensive resource lists. !ese are arranged by issue 
area and include books, $lms, and nearly all the educational resources produced 
by CBF Advocacy through May 2018. While the speci$cs of legislation change 
often, many concerns addressed will remain issues for years to come. In addition 
to the content, we hope that the tone of this toolkit and the included resources 
will provide a good model for all people of faith who step out courageously and 
engage in advocacy.

CBF Advocacy in Action Conference Participants in 2015  
outside the Eisenhower Executive O!ce Building. 

Photo credit: Stephen Reeves



Foreword

One thing leads to another. Or as Robert Frost put it in his poem “!e Road Not 
Taken,” “way leads on to way.” Once you start down a path, it takes you places 
you didn’t expect to $nd yourself.

!at’s the way it is when churches deal with people in need. Sometimes it’s 
a member of the church who needs $nancial or emotional help. Sometimes it’s 
someone who comes into the church looking for assistance with rent or trans-
portation. Either way, churches—and those who minister to people in them or 
through them—know that helping is seldom as quick or easy as providing a meal 
or a place to stay overnight or paying a bill to keep the heat on in the house.

O%ering hope as well as help leads us to deeper systemic concerns about why 
individuals are in such need and why some are unable to break out of seemingly 
endless cycles of need. !e desire to address the disease, not just to treat the 
symptom, takes us into the work of advocacy.

!e word advocacy has a rich place in Christian vocabulary. Jesus told his 
disciples he would send them another advocate, the Holy Spirit (John 14:16). 
!e Greek word paraclete can be translated “helper, comforter, counselor, or 
advocate.” It literally means “one called alongside.”

We usually think of the Spirit’s advocacy in personal terms of bringing peace 
to the heart of troubled souls. Yet we see in the ministry of Jesus that the Spirit 
also empowered him to bring trouble to the systems that prevented peace.

Our church delved into advocacy work on predatory lending because we 
began to see benevolence requests from people who were trapped in mount-
ing debt to payday lenders. Many such borrowers previously looked to family 
members or to churches and community benevolence organizations for help. But 
payday lenders found a way to appeal to the working poor that struck at their 
dignity. !ey no longer had to beg; they could borrow like other responsible 
people.

If only the lenders themselves were as responsible! !e two-week payday 
loans or auto title loans were marketed as collateralized debts that would allow 
the needy to get out of a jam. Instead, the business model was designed to jam 
them up further, to keep them indebted by paying interest and fees up to 400 
percent on their renewable loans.
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Advocacy requires training to $ght e%ectively unjust business practices that 
destroy families and communities in pursuit of legal but immoral pro$t. !e 
same is true of matters like immigration, racism, and criminal justice, to name a 
few. Learning how to advocate—by writing a letter, addressing an elected o"cial, 
speaking at a public hearing—is one way church members can work toward real 
change for the good.

!is toolkit is a tool, not a rule; a guide, not a master. Every congregation will 
have to start where they are and take steps appropriate for them. !is resource 
will help you know where and how to start. It’s a report from the $eld, from those 
who have gained wisdom from experience and are still learning themselves.

In his book To Change the World, James Davison Hunter cautions the church 
against strategies of domination or withdrawal from the political and cultural 
spheres. Christians, he argues, need to $nd nimble ways of being a “faithful 
presence” in the world, working for the common good and trusting the role of 
the Advocate to use our e%orts as a witness to God’s dream for creation.

May God guide and bless your church in your advocacy work until justice 
and joy are the rule of our common life and not the dream.

Heather Mustain, Minister of Missions and Advocacy  
and George Mason, Senior Pastor 

Wilshire Baptist Church

Heather and George want to acknowledge the role of Katie Murray in the develop-
ment of Wilshire’s advocacy work and this toolkit. She served as a strategic partner 
between the CBF and Wilshire Baptist Church, piloting this work of congregational 
advocacy.

Participants of a lobby e"ort in Washington DC on payday lending reform including 
L-R Bryant Lee, Steve Wells, Graham Younger, Heather Mustain, Alison Dunn Almaguer, 
Katie Ferguson Murray, George Mason, Kathryn Freeman, Stephen Reeves. Taken at the 

o!ces of the Baptist Joint Committee. Photo credit: Stephen Reeves


