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Preface

Jane Tucker has been a good friend since we arrived in Rome, Georgia, in 
1974 with two small children. She came to our house the next morning, vol-
unteering to take care of our girls all day so we could unpack our belongings. 

We were soon able to take the girls to get their teeth cleaned with no resistance, 
since Jane (a dental hygienist) was their friend. !roughout their childhood, she 
often took them to the park or to McDonald’s on Saturdays.

Five or six years ago I learned that Jane was a real “Rosie the Riveter,” who had 
welded on Liberty Ships at Southeastern Shipyards in Savannah, Georgia. Since 
then I have accompanied Jane and and her other Rosie friends to presentations 
they do at schools, museums, and at Kennesaw State University. As I have listened 
to their stories, I have realized what a di"erence these women and others like them 
have made in women’s lives, because they proved that women could do more than 
be secretaries, teachers, and nurses. !e times demanded that they do things that 
women would ordinarily never do, and as a result, they eventually changed the 
way women have participated in the workplace. 

All the stories I have heard from these women inspired me to write Becoming 
Jestina. Jane was an invaluable resource as I constructed the novel. Not only did I 
call her again and again to ask about details in scenarios I was trying to develop, 
but she also voluntarily brought me many helpful books and articles. In addi-
tion, we took a trip to Savannah together to visit city libraries and places Jane 
had visited during the war. In the process of doing research for the novel, I have 
learned much about World War II that I had never known before. I have included 
a selected list of works consulted at the end of the book. Since this is a work of 
#ction, I have not made footnotes on any particular details, but the reference list 
might prove helpful if the reader has questions. 

I chose the name “Jestina” because it means “just and upright.” Although this 
is a work of #ction, some of the incidents may include details from stories I have 
heard from Jane and her friends, as well as stories told in some of the books I have 
used. My hope is that this novel will honor my friend Jane Tucker, who celebrated 
her 90th birthday in 2017. 



Dedication

To my friend Jane Tucker and all the other women who 
worked during World War II and changed the way women 

have participated in the workplace.
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