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About the Author

Earl Tillman is a popular speaker and community leader in Rome, 
Georgia, where he lives with his wife, Carolyn. "ey are longtime, active 
members of the First Baptist Church there.

Earl grew up on a farm in South Georgia but has long made North-
west Georgia his home. He has had a distinguished career in the insur-
ance business and other enterprises. Additionally, he served as assistant 
to the president at Berry College—on the beautiful, sprawling mountain 
campus where he attended high school. His deep and continuing love 
of aviation as a pilot and #ight instructor recently led to the naming of 
“Earl Tillman Drive” at the Richard B. Russell Airport in Floyd County, 
Georgia.

Earl’s good life—$lled with faith, family, fun, and #ying—#ows 
through the pages of this book. He is a storyteller and encourager. Relax, 
read, think, smile, and laugh along.

Storytelling in the rural South has long been an art form. Prior 
to radio and television, it was a major form of communication and 
entertainment.

"e stories in this collection come from actual experiences. How- 
ever, as time passed, some of the facts merged with a bit of $ction. No 
storyteller would ever let the whole truth get in the way of a good story. 
"e best stories get passed along from person to person and generation 
to generation. May this book add to the long tradition of passing along 
delightful stories and a dose of joy.

Over many years Earl has had the opportunity to speak to various 
audiences from the Bahamas to San Juan to China and all across the 
United States. Should you wish to invite him to speak to your company 
convention, civic club, chamber of commerce meeting, church banquet, 
or another setting, please let him hear from you at (706) 346-7557 or 
(706) 235-9840.
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Introduction

Storytelling in the rural South has long been an art form. Prior to radio 
and television, it was a major form of communication and entertainment.

"e stories in this collection come from actual experiences. Howev-
er, as time passed, some of the facts merged with a bit of $ction. No 
storyteller would ever let the whole truth get in the way of a good story. 
"e best stories get passed along from person to person and genera-
tion to generation. Parents enjoyed telling of their childhood years, and 
the stories got even better as the grandparents and great-grandparents 
expanded on the truths and added some of their own.

"anks to friend and fellow author Merrill Davies for her help; 
to Dr. Ross West and my wife, Carolyn, for spelling words for me; to 
my granddaughter for her helpful communication skills; and to Janice 
Hudson-Hu! for making the computer look simple.

"is book will continue in part as an autobiography. Hopefully you 
will be able to think of your own family—the good days and years you 
had, the laughter and the sad times you have shared.

As in most families, when sharing a story or event, I will digress now 
and then. It is like when you are talking with family or friends and you 
have a #ashback to another happy or sad time.

Some of these stories are excerpts from a speech I gave. Enjoy them 
as if you were there.
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