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The faith development of our children is ex-
traordinarily important.  Raising a child to 

hear and to understand the way of Jesus is no sim-
ple task.  Truly, it takes a village of a loving family, 
caring teachers and prayerful ministers alongside 
a community of believers in the congregation to 
help children learn and grow in the stories of our 
Christian faith.

Becoming Like Christ: Helping Children Follow Jesus, 
first produced by CBF in 2009, is an updated and 
revised resource that seeks to aid families and min-
isters together who want to develop the faith of their 
children.  This curriculum can be used on Wednes-
day nights, Sunday mornings, retreats, or other spe-
cial events.  Some Ministers of Children have used 
it for Baptism/A!rmation of Faith classes with their 
children.  The writers have written the curriculum 
in such a way that it can be useful in many di"erent 
settings based on your context.

Becoming Like Christ: Helping Children Follow Jesus is 
a resource CBF is including in the Dawnings Suite 
of Resources. Dawnings (Welcoming a New Day in 
Your Church’s Missional Journey) is CBF’s process 
that o"ers to help congregations and individuals see 
the world and their ministries within it with fresh 
clarity and purpose. Dawnings invites participants 
to ask, “God, what would you have me to do?” and 
“God, what would you have me to be?” as they par-
ticipate in the three processes of Visioning, Forming 
and Engaging.

This resource is included in the FORMING process 
of Dawnings. The question asked in this process of 
Dawnings is: How do we invite the God who is pres-
ent among us to form us together? Becoming Like 
Christ: Helping Children Follow Jesus will resource you 
as you assist children to see God in their lives and in 
their world, forming them all the time.  

It is my prayer that this resource, along with the 
power of the Spirit of God, helps you form the chil-
dren God has placed in your life.

— Rev. Joshua M. Speight
Missional Congregations Resources Manager, CBF

May, 2016
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Other resources available 
in the Dawnings Suite of 
Resources

VISIONING
Klesis: God's Call and the Journey 
of Faith (revised 2016)

Leadership in Constant Change

FORMING
Becoming Like Christ: Grounding 
Youth in Jesus (revised 2016)

Prayers of the People — CBF’s 
Yearlong Guide to Prayer

CBF’s Missions Education Re-
sources (Spark, Form, Summer-
salt, A!ect, e3)

ENGAGING
Pivot: Realigning Teams Toward 
God’s Mission Near and Far

PilgriMission: Transforming by 
Being Transformed
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The young child and I had just finished 
sharing about his decision to accept 
Christ as Lord and Savior. As we went to 

greet his mom and tell her the good news of his 
decision, she met us with a hopeful look on her 
face. “Did he pass?” she asked expectantly.

“Well, sure he did!” I said somewhat puzzled.

“You mean he knows everything?” she asked with 
rising excitement.

“Well, no,” I replied as her face fell, “but then, 
neither do you or I!” I quickly replied.

And that is why this wonderful new resource has 
come to be. Rarely a day goes by that a parent, 
a Sunday school teacher, or a children’s minis-
ter does not inquire about a discipleship resource 
for helping children come to Christ and follow in 
faithfulness.

Parents are fearful of saying the wrong things 
to their children and confusing them about all 
things spiritual. Sunday school teachers focus on 
covering the lesson material in such a way that 
Bible information takes precedent over spiritual 
formation. Ministers are so driven by program-
ming for the larger needs of their ministries that 
developing discipleship guides for parents and 
teachers is at the bottom of their to-do list.

Janice Haywood and this capable team of practi-
tioners have developed a rich resource for all who 
work with children and their families. The re-
source design is helpful to the parent who wants 
to participate in the faith development of their 
child. Equally, this resource will be a valuable tool 
for teachers and ministers who assist children in 
discovering faith, claiming Jesus and growing in 
God.

In the best model from Holy Scriptures, faith is 
formed when home and temple worked in tan-
dem to disciple the child. This resource follows 
that model. Our prayers are with you as you bring 
up your children in the ways they should go. Our 
hopes are with you as you help your children form 
spiritually in the way of Jesus.

Jesus instructed his apostles, “Encourage your 
children to come to me, for the kingdom of heav-
en is filled with their innocence.” And those in-
structions continue on to us today!

May God bless you as you help your children 
come to Christ and become like him!

— Bo Prosser, Ed.D.
Coordinator of Organizational Relationships, 2009

Welcome  
and Introduction
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How can we help 
children follow Jesus 
and become like him?
The most important decision a child can 
make in life is to choose to be a Christ 
follower. While we hope all of our teach-
ing and nurturing from birth prepares 
children for that personal choice, they 
may need extra attention and assistance 
as they approach the age when many peo-
ple begin to probe faith questions and is-
sues. These sessions provide information 
about the meaning of Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection, but they also give a child the 
opportunity to ask questions and reflect 
on their response to the invitation of Jesus 
to “follow me.”

What is the purpose of 
this resource?
The purpose of these six lessons is to 
help children understand the unique 
role of Jesus in God’s redemptive plan 
for people and how they can choose to 
become Christ followers. The first three 
sessions explain God’s promise of Jesus 
(the Messiah), how Jesus’ life helps us to  

understand what God is like, and the love 
of God expressed through Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. The last three sessions 
explain how children can choose to be-
come Christians and express their obedi-
ence to God through baptism, the Lord’s 
Supper and personal faith practices as 
well as the work of the church.

The lessons can be taught with a group of 
older children at church, or they may be 
taught by individual parents. The teach-
ing procedures are designed for a class-
room setting, but each lesson has a Par-
ent Page with suggestions for parents to 
teach the lesson with their own children 
if a class is not provided.

Who needs a copy of 
this resource?
Everyone who will be teaching needs this 
resource. If the sessions are taught in a 
class format, each teacher needs a copy. If 
a parent is teaching his or her child, he or 
she needs a copy. Permission is granted to 
copy only the item pages used for teach-
ing the children.

Who will teach the 
classroom sessions?
If the six sessions are taught in class-
room format, a team of teachers for all 
six sessions will be composed of at least 
one teacher for every five to six children. 
The same teaching team will teach all six 
sessions because of the need to establish 
a relationship with the children and note 
the questions, comments and reactions 
of the children from week to week. The 
lead teacher should be the most e"ective, 
experienced children’s teacher in your 
congregation. This person may be the  
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children’s minister or director, or the lead 
teacher could be a layperson.

The teaching team will need to meet to plan, 
pray and prepare for the sessions. A planning 
and prayer meeting before the first session 
and between subsequent sessions is optimum 
for evaluation of each session and adjustment 
of the sessions to meet the needs of the chil-
dren. However, a minimum of two planning 
and prayer meetings before the first session 
and one after the fourth session is suggested. 
In addition to planning the teaching sessions, 
pray for each child that will be in the classes.

What are the Parent 
Pages?
If the sessions are taught one-on-one, a par-
ent or childhood minister will use the teach-
ing suggestions on the Parent Page at the end 
of each session. Some general guidelines for 
teaching these lessons to individual children 
include the following:

• Pray for your child and his or her spiri-
tual journey. Commit your e"orts to as-
sisting the Holy Spirit’s work in the life of 
your child. Trust the Holy Spirit to draw 
the child to God.

• Determine a set time and place each 
week to meet with your child, and pro-
tect that time from other activities. The 
place where the sessions are held should 
be free from distractions and can become 
a special place for the period of time you 
are studying these lessons together.

• Study the Teaching Aim, Bible Verse, 
and the first part of Prepare for the Ses-
sion for all six lessons to understand 
the purpose, direction and focus of this 
experience. Before each session you will 
review that information before preparing 
for the lesson.

• Set aside adequate time to prepare 
each lesson so you can give full atten-
tion to your child’s thoughts, questions 
and reactions during the session. Open 
dialogue and interaction during these ses-
sions will be important for your child to 
ask questions and reflect without concern 
for your anxiety.

• Transition from the learning activity to 
the Bible Study and worship time. To 
signal transition, you might want to in-
clude the lighting of the white candle, rep-
resenting Christ, and the gathering prayer 
(Item 2, page 57), substituting “me” and 
“I” for “us” and “we.”

Becoming Like Chr ist   Using this Resource
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Who should be invited to 
participate?
This resource is intended for older children 
in fourth, fifth and sixth grades. The target-
ed group might include children who have 
already made a life commitment, and these 
sessions would be a follow-up study or new 
Christian class. Another target group could 
be older children who are asking questions 
about how to become a Christian and need 
more information or time for consideration 
before they make this important life decision. 
Because these sessions are targeted to the de-
velopmental level of older children, it would 
not be appropriate to include children young-
er than nine years old in the classes where 
they might respond to the peer pressure of 
older children.

The background of the children also needs to 
be considered. If the children have had a rich 
Christian environment, the lessons will be a 
review or meaningful connecting of familiar 
information. If the children are not familiar 
with some of the content, more information 
and background might be needed. Likely you 
will have children in the classes from both 
groups; so consider how you might deal with 
the needs of all of the children.

Consult with teachers in all of the children’s 
ministries, as well as parents, about the chil-
dren who might be ready for the kind of class 
you are o"ering. Certainly older children who 
already have made a public commitment need 
to be included. Children who have indicated 
that they are considering making this decision 
may benefit from such a time of exploration. 
If you have a number of fifth- or sixth-graders 
who have not made their commitment, it may 
be that a special inquirers class for just that 
group would clarify the option for them, al-
though even some older children may not be 
ready to make this decision.

The targeted group of children should receive 
an invitation to participate. When an open in-
vitation is given for such an experience, anx-
ious parents may exert pressure to include 
their younger children or their older children 
who are not quite developmentally ready. 
Great care should be exercised that those in-
cluded in this study are not pressured by any-
one other than the Holy Spirit to make their 
decision to become a Christ follower.

When will the sessions be 
conducted?
To get maximum benefit from this study, the 
children need to have the opportunity for con-
sistent attendance in all six sessions, which 
are written for one hour in length. Select a 
day and time when most children can be pres-
ent. Because children depend on parents for 
getting them to the sessions, make sure par-
ents understand the importance of attending 
all of the sessions and are willing to commit to 
setting aside that time for six weeks.

Choose a time when most children and par-
ents can attend. Some churches use the Sun-
day morning time for six weeks to conduct the 
classes. Others have Sunday night time slots 
for special studies such as this. Increasing 
numbers of churches have more consistent 
attendance on Wednesday evenings.

Another option is to conduct three sessions 
of two hours in length and cover two of the 
six lessons in each session. This would involve 
fewer weeks, but children would have less time 
to reflect on each lesson, an important aspect 
of this experience. Another day or night of the 
week may work in your location, but give pri-
ority consideration to choosing the time that 
is most convenient for the children and their 
parents in order to have optimum attendance.

Becoming Like Chr ist   Using this Resource
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What is the role of 
parents in the classroom 
sessions?
Parents need to be involved in more ways 
than bringing children to the sessions. After 
all, parents are the primary faith nurturers of 
their children, so their role is major. Deter-
mine the ways you will involve the parents in 
this experience.

If you are teaching a group of children at 
church, first secure parental permission for 
each child to participate in the class. Consid-
er o"ering a parent orientation session before 
the first class that would address the follow-
ing:

• Explain the content of each session. You 
can give them a copy of the Overview of 
Sessions. Encourage them to follow up 
on the content and discuss each session 
during the following week. Include in-
formation about the faith chests and the 
important faith journey memorabilia they 
can add to the items that will be included 
after each of the six sessions.

• Clarify that not all of the children who 
have not already committed their life to 
following Christ will be ready to make 
their commitment and be baptized even 
after all of the classes are completed. 
This is not a confirmation class. Encour-
age parents to rely on the Holy Spirit’s 
working in children’s lives and to trust 
children to make their decisions when they 
are ready to respond to God’s prompting.

• Encourage parents to pray for their 
children as they are participating in the 
sessions. Rather than be anxious, they 
can trust that the Holy Spirit is capable 
of doing God’s work in the lives of their 
children.

Create a handout for parents after each ses-
sion, using the information in the Overview 
of Sessions. Add other information that was 
covered and additional activities for them to 
do, perhaps using some of the italicized ideas 
on the Parent Pages.

Invite the parents to come into the room after 
the last session for their children to share the 
items in the faith chests.

What is the session’s 
schedule?
All of the sessions have the following ele-
ments, but each session varies slightly, so note 
the time allotments for each segment of the 
hour noted in each session.

 
Activities to Introduce the Session  

(15-20 minutes)

Children will choose one small group activity 
according to their interests and learning styles.

Group Time (20-30 minutes)

All of the children will have Bible study and 
worship experiences together as well as 

share what they learned in their small group 
activities.

Closing Activity (10-20 minutes)

Children will make an item to put in their faith 
chests to remind them of what they have 

learned and experienced during the session.

Evaluation (10-20 minutes)

After each session, teachers will evaluate that 
week’s teaching session. Assignments for the 

next week’s session will be made.

Becoming Like Chr ist   Using this Resource
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What is the faith chest?
Each child will make a faith chest at the begin-
ning of the first session. At the end of each ses-
sion, they will make something to put in their 
faith chests. At the end of the last session, the 
children will take their faith chests home and 
add objects that remind them of the special times 
in their faith journey. For example, they might 
add photos of their baptism, first Communion 
cup or next Communion cup, an object from a 
church camping experience, or something from 
the first Easter after their baptism, etc.

Directions for faith chest:
• Secure sturdy boxes with lids about the size 

of a boot shoebox—without any writing on 
them, if possible.

• If the boxes have writing on them, cover the 
boxes and lids ahead of time with a solid-col-
or, self-adhesive paper or paint. The boxes 
need to be ready to decorate at the beginning 
of the first session.

• Provide some of the following items for the 
children to use to decorate their faith boxes: 
markers, religious stickers, pictures of Jesus 
cut from old literature, small crosses, small 
silk flowers, or other craft items that would 
convey faith.

• Instruct children to decorate their boxes us-
ing the items provided.

• Guide the children to write “Faith Chest” on 
a piece of construction paper to be attached 
to the top of the lids.

• If you have the resources, a plastic contain-
er or wooden box crafted by someone in the 
church would be a long-lasting reminder of 
each child’s faith journey from its beginning.

Becoming Like Chr ist   Using this Resource

Where can leaders find 
the suggested pictures?
For each session, teaching pictures are sug-
gested. You may use pictures you have in your 
classroom from other studies, or perhaps you 
can find many of the pictures in Bible sto-
rybooks or children’s Bibles. If you do not 
have suggested pictures, you may write story 
headings on strips for the activities that need 
them.

What child development 
issues need to be 
considered?
• Children are egocentric at this age. 

They must be able to give up their own 
will for God’s will. They need to be able 
to give up their own wants in lieu of an-
other’s desires before they can make this 
life change.

• Grade-school children become interest-
ed in belonging to groups comprised 
of peers or adults whose relationships 
are important to them—clubs, teams, 
neighborhood alliances, etc. Sometimes 
they will indicate that they want to “join 
the church” to feel that they “belong” 
rather than as an indication of their desire 
to be reconciled to God. They often fol-
low their peers as well if the leader begins 
this process.

• Sometimes when children ask faith 
questions, especially those related to 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, parents 
and ministers assume that the ques-
tions indicate readiness. They may be 
ready, but they also may be gathering 
information so they can process it later. 
Answer the questions, and perhaps go one 
step beyond their question to test their  
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interest. They will let you know whether to 
keep going or to stop and give the infor-
mation time to incubate.

• Children want love and attention from 
adults. If they observe other children re-
ceiving a!rmation for their decision to 
follow Christ, they may seek to secure the 
same attention but without understand-
ing the meaning of the decision made by 
the other children. They also may want to 
please an adult such as a parent, pastor, 
grandparent or teacher. A child’s decision 
to become a Christian isn’t about doing 
what adults want but about responding to 
what God wants.

• Children think differently from adoles-
cents or adults. For example, they believe 
in magic; words and actions can cause 
certain things to happen. They often don’t 
understand cause and e"ect, so they as-
cribe certain actions or thoughts to actions 
that occur. While this happens with di-
vorce, death and catastrophes, sometimes 
it happens with conversion. If they answer 
the questions correctly or if they repeat 
the sinner’s prayer, then some children 
think they have received salvation when, 
in truth, they have not given their lives to 
Christ at all. After all, the sinner’s prayer 
sounds like magical words to a child (as 
well as to some adults perhaps).

• Another way children think differently 
is that they are literal thinkers until they 
reach the age of twelve. Christianity is 

loaded with symbolism, but when we use 
symbolic terms with children, they do not 
understand their meaning. For example, 
“Give your heart to Jesus” is a symbolic 
phrase. Even if we explain the meaning to 
children, they can tell you what you said, 
but they don’t understand the connection. 
So the words leaders and parents use to 
talk with children are important to their 
understanding of the concepts.

• Children must be able to understand 
the basics of the gospel message of re-
demption. “Loving Jesus” is not enough. 
It is enough for a younger child, but be-
fore becoming Christians, children need 
to understand their relationship to God in 
terms of repentance, forgiveness and res-
toration.

What are some tips 
to keep in mind when 
counseling children 
about their commitment 
decision?
When you counsel children, always do it in-
dividually. Salvation happens individually 
and, since children can be influenced by their 
friends, a teacher, parent, minister or other 
counselor will need to explore how the Spirit 
is dealing with each child. Group evangelism 
is in many cases not e"ective if children are 
simply following a leader, whether a child or 
an adult. Children will be far more prone to 
talk openly and honestly if you talk with each 
one privately.

Begin your conversation with open-ended 
questions to determine what prompted the 
child’s inquiry or response. Are they sim-
ply giving back words or phrases they have 
learned, or do they seem to be thoughtful and 
using their own words? Rather than asking 

Becoming Like Chr ist   Using this Resource
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questions that have yes or no answers, consid-
er asking questions such as these:

• Tell me what you would like to do. (Let them 
use their own words.)

• What does it mean to (whatever they said—
“be baptized,” “join the church,” “ask Jesus 
into my heart”)? Do not assume that if you 
o"er an invitation, they understand what 
you are asking them to do. They may be 
responding to something else in their lives.

• When did you first start thinking about 
(whatever they said)?

• Tell me more about that. (Use this probe if 
they give one-word answers and you need 
more of their thought process.)

• What is sin?

• What is a Christian?

• Why do you say that?

Be careful about the words you use when you 
talk with a child. Because children younger 
than about age 12 think literally, use words 
that say exactly what you mean. Learning to 
speak “church talk” is not a prerequisite to be-
coming a Christian (for example, “Give your 
heart to Jesus,” “lost,” “saved,” “profession of 
faith,” etc.). If children use a lot of these sym-
bolic words, check their understanding of the 
concepts. “Saved” often means physical safety 
to a child rather than the spiritual safety that 
they cannot see, hear or touch. (See session 4 
for some words and phrases to use that chil-
dren understand.)

Use an easy-to-understand translation of the 
Bible. As you point out scriptures to explain 
God’s wonderful plan of salvation, allow the 
child to read verses aloud and perhaps to mark 
the scriptures in their own Bibles. Pamphlets 
or booklets that use colors (symbolism) or 
cartoons (which suggest fantasy rather than 
reality) or reward as motivation for salvation 
(going to heaven) can sometimes present half-

truths to children. The scriptures read from a 
Bible and a caring, knowledgeable counselor 
are the best guidance.

What are some follow-up 
actions that would help 
the children continue 
to grow in their faith 
wherever they are in the 
journey?
Convey to the children and parents that the 
faith experience has only begun. The children 
must be encouraged to grow in their faith ev-
ery day. After the last session, the church may 
choose to give the children a notebook, or sev-
eral pages could be put together with a cover 
in booklet form to use as a journal (see last 
session).

Teachers need to determine what follow-up 
actions are needed for each child. Consider 
some of these possibilities:

• Send all of the children cards telling them 
how much you enjoyed teaching them and 
your desire for their next step—public 
profession, baptism, growth, etc., depend-
ing on whether children have made their 
commitment or are considering doing so.

• Give the pastor or children’s minister the 
names of children who made commit-
ments to Christ in the classes and need 
follow-up visits and dialogue.

• Determine which children may need a vis-
it from the pastor, teacher, or children’s 
minister to deal with questions or issues 
that arose during the sessions. Also let 
them know about any concerns you have 
about them.

• Respond to parents who have concerns or 
questions about their child’s experience.

Becoming Like Chr ist   Using this Resource
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Consider giving each child one of the follow-
ing devotion books to assist them in their per-
sonal faith practices:

• 365 Trivia Twist Devotions: An Almanac of 
Fun Facts and Spiritual Truth for Every Day 
of the Year by Betsy Schmitt and David R. 
Veerman (Standard Publishing Co.)

• Making Time for God: Daily Devotions for 
Children and Families to Share by Susan 
Garrett and Amy Plantinga Pauw (Baker 
Books)

• The One Year Book of Did You Know Devo-
tions for Kids by Nancy S. Hill (Tyndale 
Kids)

Overview of Sessions
Session 1: God’s Best Promise
Teaching Aim: Children will discover God’s 
promise of the Messiah through exploring the 
prophecy, birth and childhood of Jesus.

Bible Verse: “I will put my law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts. I will be their 
God and they will be my people” (Jeremiah 
31:33b).

Session Summary: After the children deco-
rate their faith chests, they will have the op-
portunity to make a baby book for Jesus or 
to review the events of Jesus’ birth by putting 
pictures in chronological order. Group time 
will explore how Jesus is God’s best promise 
fulfilled and, in the closing time the children 
will make a chrismon as the first object for 
their faith chests.

Session 2: Jesus Reveals What God Is 
Like
Teaching Aim: As children learn of Jesus’ life 
and work, they will understand what God is 
like.

Bible Verse: Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen 
me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

Session Summary: Children will explore Je-
sus’ teaching and ministry with people as 
they choose to do puzzles and word searches, 
conduct a dramatic interview, or pantomime 
miracles. In group time, they will study Jesus’ 
baptism and temptation, and for the closing 
activity, they will make a stained-glass win-
dow for their faith chest.

Becoming Like Chr ist   Using this Resource
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Session 3: Jesus Reveals God’s Love
Teaching Aim: Children will learn the signif-
icance of the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Bible Verse: “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eter-
nal life. For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him” (John 3:16-17).

Session Summary: Children will have the op-
portunity to explore the events of Holy Week 
by choosing to do a scavenger hunt, a Bible 
verse activity, or an event sequencing game. 
In group time, Cleopas will tell about his ex-
perience with the risen Christ on the road to 
Emmaus. In the closing activity, the children 
will record their sins on a small cross and 
paint over them after praying for forgiveness.

Session 4: Choosing Jesus
Teaching Aim: Through exploring Scripture, 
children will understand the choice to become 
a Christian.

Bible Verse: “If we confess our sins to God, 
he can always be trusted to forgive us and take 
our sins away” (1 John 1:9 CEV).

Session Summary: Children will begin to 
learn the words and Bible verses associated 
with becoming a Christian through a match-
ing floormat game, a word and definition 
match, or Bible verse puzzles. Group time 
will involve a presentation of God’s plan for 
forgiving people of their sins through Bible 
verses and discussion. In the closing activity 
children will determine if children in scenar-
ios are Christians, and they will put a stone 
indicating their relationship with God in their 
faith chest.

Session 5: Obeying Jesus
Teaching Aim: As children are introduced to 
ways of obeying Jesus, they will become fa-
miliar with and understand the significance of 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Bible Verses: (Baptism) “We were therefore 
buried with him through baptism into death 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life” (Romans 6:4).

(Lord's Supper) “This is my body given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.... This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is 
poured out for you” (Luke 22:19-20).

Session Summary: Children will play the 
floormat game with new words and then ex-
plore the stories of three people in the Bible 
who were baptized. In group time, they will 
experience the meaning of baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper. In the closing time they will 
put a Lord’s Supper cup into their faith chest.

Session 6: Becoming Like Jesus
Teaching Aim: Children will learn how to be-
come like Jesus by engaging in personal faith 
practices and the work of the church.

Bible Verse: “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.... Love your neighbor as your-
self” (Matthew 22:37, 39).

Session Summary: Children can choose to 
explore personal faith practices in the Bible 
or discover the work of the church. In group 
time, they perform a readers’ theatre reading 
of Luke 5 (Jesus retreating to be alone after a 
healing) and Luke 4 (Jesus reading scriptures 
in his church in Nazareth). For the closing ac-
tivity, children will experience a guided quiet 
time and place a church bulletin with their 
friends’ signatures in their faith chests.
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Janice Haywood, MRE, MSHE, DD
Janice Haywood, managing editor and 
contributor to Becoming Like Christ: Help-
ing Children Follow Jesus, is retired from 
the Baptist State Convention of North 
Carolina, where she served for thirty-one 
years. She currently serves as adjunct 
professor at Campbell University Divin-
ity School in Buies Creek, NC. She is au-
thor of Enduring Connecitons: Creating a 
Preschool and Children's Ministry. 

Wilma Heflin, PhD
Wilma Heflin, contributor to Becoming 
Like Christ: Helping Children Follow Jesus, 
is adjunct professor of children's ministry 
at Logsdon Seminary, Hardin-Simmons 
University, Abilene, TX, and a consultant 
in children and family ministries. For five 
years she was a consultant in children and 
family ministries for the European Bap-
tist Convention (now International Bap-
tist Convention). In addition to teach-
ing in public and private schools (K-6), 
she has served as minister of preschool/ 
children's education in several churches.

Karen Metcalf-Eickhoff, MACE
Karen Metcalf-Eickho", contributor to 
Becoming Like Christ: Helping Children Fol-
low Jesus, is Associate Pastor of Education 
and Families at Trinity Baptist in Raleigh, 
NC. She is a graduate of Carson-New-
man College and Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Karen leads con-
ferences and seminars in the areas of 
child development, faith development, 
and teacher training. She has written for 
CBF's missions education resources and 
she is the 2009 recipient of the CBF Jack 
Naish Distinguished Christian Educator 
Award.

Rachel Sciretti, MDiv
Rachel Sciretti, contributor to Becoming 
Like Christ: Helping Children Follow Jesus, 
is the Associate Pastor for Children and 
Youth Discipleship at Hampton Baptist 
Church in Hampton, Va. She is a grad-
uate of George W. Truett Theological 
Seminary and East Texas Baptist Univer-
sity. Rachel is married to Michael Sciret-
ti and is the mother of Anastasia, Zoe,  
and Nathanael.
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To schedule a consultation, workshop, retreat, or training time with any of the above 
writers, please contact Joshua Speight, Missional Congregations Resources Manager, 
at jspeight@cbf.net.


