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This book is dedicated
to my family…
Linda, Andrew, Andrea, Katie Grace, Jason, Anna, & Rob
Their willingness to share their lives with me makes my “life story”
immeasurably full and overwhelmingly blessed.
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Preface
For those of us who climb into the pulpit week after week, month
after month, and year after year, telling the story of Advent can be a little
difficult for several reasons. First, there is the problem of repetition. Many of
us lead churches that celebrate the four Sundays of Advent. Do that in the
same setting over the course of several years, and suddenly the well can get a
little dry. For example, I am well into my fifteenth year at my current pastorate. Do the math. That’s sixty Advent messages to write. Sometimes fresh
ideas can be difficult to find.
Second, there is the problem of familiarity. Without exception, everyone to whom we preach has heard the story of Mary, Joseph, and the child
in the manger. Everyone. So how do we make the message of Christmas
relevant, new, and exciting, season after season? I wondered if there was a way
to tell the “old” story in a “new” way.
A few years back, I decided to try something a little different. I decided
to write a story of Christmas, using both historical setting and pure imagination. I enjoyed the diversion from normal sermon writing. I also enjoyed the
process of creating an original narrative to convey the message of Christmas.
I first wrote a “period” piece set in the context of ancient Israel. I then tried
my hand with a modern-day story. Both were well received by my listeners.
Soon, the stories became a part of Christmas at Woodmont. What you hold
in your hand is a collection of twenty-five stories that I have written over
the past dozen or so years. Some are set centuries ago while others are drawn
from modern life—thus the title, Christmas: Then and Now. It is my sincere
hope that each of these stories will remind you of God’s unfolding plan of
redemption and grace offered through the child born at Christmas.

