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- Preface -

I have the rare privilege of serving in two diverse contexts: an African-Ameri-
can National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. church and a predominantly 
Caucasian divinity school. I have often been called a “cross-cultural preacher” 

because of my unique and frequent experiences serving and preaching in both 
arenas. Through my personal observations and opportunities preaching cross-
culturally, I can honestly state that a manual on preaching etiquette is needed for 
all contexts. 
 First, there is limited research on the topic of preaching etiquette for pastors and 
guest preachers. A wealth of published information exists on preaching ethics—how 
to do things right—but we have little information on preaching etiquette—how to 
do things the right way in the pulpit. 
 Second, ministers in the pulpit often forget that persons in the pews are 
paying close attention to their pulpit decorum. How one sits, dresses, behaves, 
and worships are all projected to an observant congregation who on any given 
Sunday will monitor bad manners.
 Third, I have observed confusion in the church and in an academic setting 
concerning the appropriate level of hospitality offered to guest ministers. In fact, 
there appears to be no general standard. The honorarium is typically decided 
haphazardly and may not reflect sufficient recognition of a minister’s worth, time 
spent in preparation for a preaching engagement, or travel expenses. 
 Finally, no one seems to pay much attention to matters of etiquette these 
days. It seems our focus has shifted off propriety and order and moved toward 
rudeness and disrespect. As H. Beecher Hicks wrote in Preaching Through a 
Storm, “Very often we don’t know what to do, or how to do, or when to do—we 
just do!”1 So this minister’s manual will maintain that there is no better place to 
model good manners than from the pulpit.
 In their book Resurrecting Excellence, Gregory Jones and Kevin Armstrong 
rightfully state, “In order for us to be about the work of resurrecting excellence, 
we cannot afford to settle for less than the best that God has entrusted to us.”2 

God has entrusted all preachers with his sacred word, his church, and the sacred 
desk. We have an obligation as ministers of the gospel to offer back to God, 
through the practice of godly etiquette, excellence in Christian ministry. One 
way we might do this is by adhering to 1 Corinthians 14:40, which serves as the 
biblical foundation for this book: “Let all things be done decently and in order.” 
Therefore, my goal is to offer a manual to current and future ministers—and 
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those who instruct them—and also to churches that will address critical elements 
of good preaching etiquette and offer practical ways to improve them.
 This manual begins with an introduction on the history of etiquette and why 
it matters. Part one provides an exegetical analysis of key passages of scripture 
that deal with preaching etiquette. Part two suggests that if greater attention is 
given to matters of preaching etiquette, the ministry of preaching will be done 
decently and in order, and those charged with proclaiming God’s word will be 
better equipped to serve in a spirit of excellence. Part three addresses matters of 
hospitality and honoraria viewed from studying 1 Corinthians 9:3-14, 3 John 
5-8, and 1 Timothy 5:17-18. Following some personal reflection, I offer guide-
lines on conducting a seminar on preaching etiquette.
 To assist the reader, an understanding of the following terms will be helpful:

Clergy:
A minister of the word in any capacity
Decorum:
A proper way to behave or exercise good manners
Etiquette:
The customary code of polite behavior under all circumstances of life
Honorarium:
A predetermined amount of money given to a preacher for ministry services
Love Offering:
A special offering collected during a worship service for a minister
Minister:
A title for a minister of the Word; one who preaches the gospel
Preaching:
A living interaction involving God, the preacher, and the congregation
Preaching Etiquette:
Appropriate conduct and manners related to the ministry of preaching
Protocol:
The formal and proper way of doing things in a decent and orderly fashion
Pulpit:
An elevated area in the sanctuary from which the preacher delivers the biblical 
message and where other ministers may be seated
Sacred Desk:
A pulpit stand or pulpit podium
Whooping (Whoop):
An African-American style of preaching that often occurs at the end of the sermon
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 In addition, the reader will note that throughout this study I use the words 
“pastor” and “preacher” interchangeably. Some preachers serve full time as pastor 
of a church and are often invited to preach in other settings as a guest. Other 
preachers may not serve as a pastor, but function as a shepherd through their 
preaching. This conversation on preaching etiquette applies to both full-time 
pastors and guest preachers. As Scott Gibson maintains, “Pastors are preachers 
and preachers are pastors.”3

 If ministers model appropriate pulpit decorum, preaching can be conducted 
in a more excellent way. Appropriate behavior in the pulpit includes but is not 
limited to pulpit attire, posture, and proclamation. 

Notes
1H. Beecher Hicks Jr., Preaching Through a Storm (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1987), 104.
2L. Gregory Jones and Kevin R. Armstrong, Resurrecting Excellence (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

2006), 4.
3Scott Gibson, “Pastors and Preachers and Preachers and Pastors,” podcast audio,  

https://itunes.apple.com/itunes-u/resources/Preaching.cfm-points-audio/id428971635 (accessed 
November 24, 2012).
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Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God 
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; 
then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leader-
ship, various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak 
in tongues? Do all interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show 
you a still more excellent way.

—1 Corinthians 12:27-31

Or did the word of God originate with you? Or are you the only ones it has 
reached? Anyone who claims to be a prophet, or to have spiritual powers, 
must acknowledge that what I am writing to you is a command of the Lord. 
Anyone who does not recognize this is not to be recognized. So, my friends, 
be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues; but all things 
should be done decently and in order.

—1 Corinthians 14:36-40

Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the friends, even though they 
are strangers to you; they have testified to your love before the church. You 
will do well to send them on in a manner worthy of God; for they began 
their journey for the sake of Christ, accepting no support from non-believers. 

Therefore we ought to support such people, so that we may become co-workers 
with the truth.

—3 John 5-8



This is my defense to those who would examine me. Do we not have the 
right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to be accompanied by 
a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and 
Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from 
working for a living? Who at any time pays the expenses for doing military 
service? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat any of its fruit? Or who 
tends a flock and does not get any of its milk?

Do I say this on human authority? Does not the law also say the same? 
For it is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it is 
treading out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Or does he not 
speak entirely for our sake? It was indeed written for our sake, for whoever 
plows should plow in hope and whoever threshes should thresh in hope of a 
share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much 
if we reap your material benefits? If others share this rightful claim on you, 
do not we still more?

Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything 
rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. Do you not 
know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from 
the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in what is sacrificed on the 
altar? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the 
gospel should get their living by the gospel.

—1 Corinthians 9:3-14

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, specially 
those who labor in preaching and teaching; for the scripture says, “You shall 
not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and, “The laborer 
deserves to be paid.”

—1 Timothy 5:17-18



- Introduction -

Etiquette Matters

Each day we interact with people. We meet people of different races, 
genders, socioeconomic levels, cultural backgrounds, and upbringings. 
How we respond to one another on a daily basis can impact potential 

friendships, business partnerships, or ministry. Th bottom line is that etiquette 
matters, and over the years we have experienced shifts in what each generation 
deems to be proper behavior. Nevertheless, the goal in each society regarding rules 
of civility has always been to live together in harmony and mutual respect.
 But what does etiquette have to do with preaching? After all, when we hear 
this word we often think of Emily Post, Amy Vanderbilt, or “Miss Manners”—
women who may be the leading voices on protocol for propriety, but not protocol 
for preaching. Is it possible to welcome these women to a discussion on preaching 
etiquette?
 In the ministry of preaching we tend to neglect attention to good manners 
both in and out of the pulpit. The goal of this book is to provide a manual 
on preaching etiquette that will provide tips on a more excellent way of leading 
worship and offering hospitality to preachers. This conversation will begin by 
answering the question about what is etiquette and how it relates to the proclama-
tion of the Word. 
 The New Oxford American Dictionary defines etiquette as “the customary 
code of polite behavior in society or among members of a particular profession or 
group.”1 According to Naomi Torre, founding director of The Etiquette School, 
“Etiquette has to do with good manners. It’s not so much our own good manners, 
but making other people feel comfortable by the way we behave.”2 Emily Post 
defined etiquette as “the technique of human conduct under all circumstances 
of life.”3 In an article in the Dictionary of American History, Diane Palmer gives 
highlights of the etiquette movement as summarized below.4

 The history of civilized conduct can be traced to a book that an Egyptian 
government official wrote for his son in 2500 B.C. But the term “etiquette” did 
not come into use until the reign of Louis XIV (1638-1715) in France. Based on 
the French word “ticket,” which denoted the proper paths for nobility to follow 
in the gardens of the palace of Versailles, etiquette rules provided a daily and 
precise list of functions related to times, places, and proper dress and behavior.
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 Leaders of colonial America also became concerned with proper manners. 
William Penn published collections of maxims on personal and social conduct. At 
age fourteen, George Washington transcribed his “Rules of Civility.” And Benja-
min Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanac was full of comments on proper behavior.
 The nineteenth century saw hundreds of books on etiquette published in the 
United States. And in the twentieth century, conversations about social etiquette 
stretched across lines of class, race, culture, and gender. Some of the leading voices 
in this conversation included “Miss Manners” (Judith Martin), who presented her 
comments in several types of media, and Letitia Baldridge, a writer and public 
relations expert who served as Jacqueline Kennedy’s social secretary. In 1962 Eleanor 
Roosevelt wrote a Book of Common Sense Etiquette, and in 1999 Sue Fox published 
Etiquette for Dummies. The best-known voice, however, was that of Emily Post.
 Post’s popular book on etiquette for society, business, politics, and home 
and family became the model for thousands of other books. In the twenty-first 
century, her great-granddaughter-in-law, Peggy Post, carries on the work of the 
Emily Post Institute.
 If you visit any Barnes & Noble store or conduct an internet search on the 
word “etiquette,” you will find tips for nearly every subject imaginable. The most 
common topics focus on etiquette for weddings, although attitudes regarding 
civil guidelines are constantly changing. More recent topics on proper decorum 
include those related to air travel, hotel stays, use of cell phones in public places, 
Facebook, manners in multicultural situations, disabilities, dining, funerals and 
memorial services, and so on. The Emily Post Institute offers a free monthly 
e-newsletter at www.emilypost.com that addresses current etiquette trends. 
As Diane Palmer suggests, “Some argue that good manners may be dead, but 
certainly the curiosity and concern about rules of etiquette are alive and well.”5 
 Etiquette has a lot to do with Christian hospitality. Hospitality was present 
in all ancient cultures. Origins of proper behavior can be traced in the sacred 
writings of Buddhism, Hinduism, and Christianity. In both the Old and New 
Testaments, matters of conduct can be found as they relate to respecting one’s 
elders (Lev. 19:32), using kind words (Col. 4:5, Eph. 4:29), teaching children the 
do’s and don’ts of proper conduct (Deut. 32:46-47, Prov. 22:6), and displaying 
proper social skills (Gal. 5:22, Matt. 7:1-19). Throughout the Bible we discover 
encouragement to respect God, self, and others.
 Hospitality is more than what Henri Nouwen rightfully notes as “tea parties, 
bland conversation, and a general atmosphere of coziness.”6 To the contrary, true 
biblical hospitality includes welcoming those who are most often neglected or not 
invited for table fellowship. For the purpose of this study, however, I will focus on 
Paul’s view of hospitality as it relates to traveling missionaries and compensation.



Etiquette Matters 3

Notes
1Erin McKean, The New Oxford American Dictionary, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2005), 579.
2Naomi Torre, e-mail message to author, December 17, 2012.
3Emily Post, Emily Post’s Etiquette, 15th ed. (New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1923), xv.
4Diane Palmer, “Manners and Etiquette,” Dictionary of American History, 3rd ed., vol. 5 (New 

York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2003), 225-226.
5Ibid., 227.
6Henri Nouwen, Reaching Out: The Three Movements of the Spiritual Life (New York: Image 

Books, 1975), 66.


