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Endorsements

“A powerful tool to review Baptist history, understand our present situation as 
Baptists, and guide us into the future as people of God. Personal, transparent 
and authentic insights to be shared, understood and embraced as we take next 
steps in local congregations and among believers in a 21st century world.”

Edward Hammett, Author of Reaching People Under 30  
While Keeping People Over 60 and Church and Clergy Coach for  

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina

“Here is a compilation of history and formative aspects of the Fellowship. And, 
here also is a set of spiritual practices to enhance your prayerful support for our 
faith community. This is a wonderful resource for engaging our past, praying 
for our present and anticipating a rich future.”

Bo Prosser, Coordinator of Organizational Relationships,  
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, Atlanta, GA

“This book is a treasure of information and insights, offering a mix of story-
telling, history, and contemporary cultural challenges, while bringing together 
some of the best thinkers in spiritual formation to offer practical steps in our 
way forward. I look forward to sharing this book with small groups who want 
to better understand our Baptist identity and to reshape and deepen the way 
we understand discipleship, helping us become more aware of the practices 
that form us together into the people God is calling us to become. If you are 
like me and need to re-claim and own the faith we have inherited and to be 
encouraged to set off on a renewed adventure with God, this book is one I 
highly recommend.”

Tommy Bratton, Minister of Christian Formation,  
First Baptist Church, Asheville, NC
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“Taking readers on a deep dive into the richness of our story as a community 
of Cooperative Baptists, Terry Maples weaves history with hope. His gifts for 
seeing the spiritual dimensions in the story of our Fellowship’s life together 
ought not to be missed. He is awake to what matters most in the life of faith. 
This book is an invitation to us all to do the same: to see and to sense that the 
Christ who has brought us safe thus far in our first 25 years is the same Christ 
who is leading us still.”

Stephen Cook, Pastor, Second Baptist Church, Memphis, TN

“Terry and Gene have cast a vision for the still-unfolding story of CBF that 
takes seriously the “formation” part of Forming Together. It is a practical call 
– complete with some helpful guidance – to move beyond business as usual 
toward a renewed church culture where the emphasis is on spiritual practices 
that help followers live in the way of Jesus so that they become agents of heal-
ing and transformation for God’s world. That’s a movement I want to be a 
part of!”

Johnny Sears, Director, The Academy for Spiritual Formation  
& Emerging Ministries, The Upper Room, Nashville, TN

“Terry Maples and Gene Wilder provide an insightful history of the events, 
controversies, and divisions that led to the birth of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship. More importantly the authors share the stories of freedom-loving 
Baptists who helped shape our identity. It’s an identity shaped by the under-
standing that “Jesus is Lord” and that he is the lens through which we interpret 
scripture and interact with one another. CBF is about fellowship, missions, 
cooperating, community, forming, partnering, conversion, and so much more. 
This book challenges us to continue the process of conversion and notes the 
importance of our ‘forming together’ as we seek to become more like Jesus in 
all that we do.”

David Turner, Pastor, Central Baptist Church, Richmond, VA
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“At this 25th anniversary of the founding of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, Terry Maples, a Baptist education minister and denomi-network 
leader, takes us on his personal journey of growing up Southern Baptist and 
being formed into a Cooperative Baptist. With the help of Baptist pastor Dr. 
Gene Wilder, this resource presents a detailed narrative of the takeover of 
the Southern Baptist Convention and the formation of CBF. This book is 
an excellent resource to help unpack the various flavors of Baptists through 
the centuries and the opportunities for CBF Baptists to keep alive an historic 
Baptist narrative and be the presence of Christ in the rapidly changing land-
scape of Christianity in America.”

Ray Higgins, Coordinator, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Arkansas
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Foreword

by Terry Maples

I am not the same person I was as a teenager. That should go without saying 
since I am now 59 years old. Other than the obvious changes in my physical 

appearance, I know a lot more than I did as a teenager because of attending 
college and grad school and reading hundreds of books. I’ve been married for 
36 years, and my relationship with Joan has changed me in incalculable ways. 
Our two children have tremendously impacted who I am and how I look at the 
world—unconditional love has that kind of impact. Serving three congrega-
tions has helped shape and form who I am today. Being invited into people’s 
lives and spiritual journeys is sacred work. Relationships mediate formation—
pastor to people and people to pastor.

Through all of life’s experiences God has sought to shape and form me 
into what is best for me and those around me. I have often failed to allow the 
shaping forces to change me for the better. There have been times, however, 
when I have keenly sensed Spirit nudges and responded in faith. Those kinds 
of mystical experiences can’t help but change you!

My faith journey and epiphanies may not be entirely unique, but they 
have molded me nonetheless. Those who consider themselves “recovering 
fundamentalists” will resonate with my struggles and ongoing realizations that 
“we don’t live in Kansas anymore.” God can and will do a new thing. I am 
happy the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF) is on the cutting edge of the 
movement that encourages a journey toward owned faith.

I begin this book talking about my faith journey and the dynamic ways in 
which God continues to shape and form me. I would have no integrity as an 
author if I write a book advocating staying awake to God while I’m still stuck 
with the faith of my teenage years. My transformation is still underway, and 
my struggle to be who God intends will not end until my death. So I tell you 
a bit of my story to give the context for this book.
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Inherited Faith

I was born in 1957 and grew up in north Alabama. My parents grew up 
outside of Huntsville, Alabama. They married each other at very young ages, 
and most of their lives were spent within a brief drive from where they were 
born. Dad was a self-taught, often bivocational Southern Baptist preacher. 
Mother stayed at home and raised twelve children (it’s hard for me to believe 
too!). I’m the tenth born.

The small towns in which I grew up were close-knit communities. We 
could play outside for hours without our parents having to worry for our safety 
because we virtually never heard of any crimes being committed, almost every-
one went to church, and our public school teachers led us in prayer every 
morning—which wasn’t questioned because everyone in class was the product 
of a Christian family. In fact, I sometimes had the same teachers in school and 
Sunday school.

Life was difficult at times because small rural congregations expected the 
pastor to be poor—that’s why they gave us “poundings” at Christmas each 
year. To my parents’ credit, we never knew we were poor because life was rich 
in many ways. My siblings and I were happy children, we excelled in school, 
and we didn’t get into too much trouble. The rules were simple: read your 
Bible and pray every day, obey your parents, get along with your brothers and 
sisters, and don’t do anything to embarrass the family.

Life was simple in church too—or so it seemed. Scripture was interpreted 
literally (i.e., the Bible says it, so that settles it!). There was no liturgical calen-
dar to follow, we never saw symbols or icons, and we never heard of Lent and 
Advent (which we thought were only for Catholics). Simple faith expressed 
by trusting in God through Jesus Christ was highly valued. A good church 
member was defined by showing up (every time the church doors opened!), 
giving, and participating in worship and Bible study.

High value was placed on conversion or, as we called it, “being saved.” 
Giving folks opportunity to place faith and trust in Christ was the reason the 
church existed. Our churches scheduled at least one revival every year primar-
ily for that reason. Revival was the main time of the year to bring people who 
needed to be converted into the church building to hear the gospel, and it was 
a prime time to call church members to repent and “get right with God.”

Churches that nurtured my faith emphasized the importance of a one-
time experience of becoming a Christian (except during revivals when one 
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might question his/her salvation and need to have a “legitimate” encounter 
and recommit to Jesus). Certainly, we were expected to continue growing in 
Christ through prayer and Bible study, but I cannot remember anyone talking 
about the need for ongoing conversions along the way of my spiritual journey.

I placed my trust in Christ when I was nine years old. At the close of 
Vacation Bible School, my dad shared a simple plan of salvation, and I sensed 
the Spirit’s convicting power. My conscious spiritual journey began. I was 
baptized by immersion—a deeply spiritual experience for me. I incorporated 
spiritual disciplines of Bible reading, daily devotions, prayer, and giving into 
my life. What I desired more than anything was to please God. For these 
instilled values I am deeply grateful.j

Owned Faith

Not until I left home to attend the University of Alabama did I begin 
thinking differently about my relationship with Christ. I became very involved 
in a church near the university campus and began building relationships with 
strong believers my age. I started growing exponentially and am certain that 
lively context began to nurture my calling into vocational ministry. In retro-
spect I would call my experiences at the University of Alabama an additional 
awakening or conversion. Encountering various perspectives and faith frame-
works in college allowed me to better reflect upon the faith I experienced in 
my home of origin even though in many ways they weren’t hugely different.

I majored in accounting at Alabama because two of my older siblings 
majored in accounting, I recognized an aptitude for that type work, and 
accounting could provide me a good living. After graduation I moved to 
Nashville, Tennessee, to be an auditor for the state of Tennessee. I soon joined 
Haywood Hills Baptist Church. Haywood Hills continued to nudge me 
along the path toward ministry. Three months into my new position, I sensed 
powerful confirmation of God’s call to serve as a congregational minister. I 
drove back to Alabama to share the news with my parents over dinner—but 
they already knew it (my dad was quite mystical that way). I shared my sense 
of calling with Haywood Hills the next Sunday and started making plans to 
attend seminary. Instead of preparing for the CPA exam, I started preaching!

Another significant change occurred while attending Haywood Hills. I 
met Joan Barbara Weinbender, who was only weeks away from attending semi-
nary herself. Joan and I spent time together in the singles group. Very crucial 
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for both of us was time we spent assisting a mission team from our church. 
We enjoyed each other’s company all day long then sat on a curb outside 
Joan’s apartment talking all night long. For an introvert like me, talking for 
that long was unexpected and quite shocking. I had never spent more than a 
few minutes talking to anyone in my whole life (that happens when you are 
one of twelve children!). I was intrigued by Joan’s German heritage and her 
Wisconsin roots—Wisconsin seemed like another world for a boy from the 
Deep South!

Joan’s theological perspective was significantly different from mine, 
having grown up in the home of a progressive, social gospel Baptist. Joan’s 
dad was educated at Northern Baptist Seminary in Rochester, New York, and 
called himself a Rauschenbusch disciple—a far cry from my very conserva-
tive Southern Baptist leanings. Joan started Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary (SBTS) two months after we met. We married after a ten-month, 
long-distance courtship. Immediately following our honeymoon, we moved to 
Louisville, Kentucky, to attend seminary together.

The decision to attend SBTS was another departure from my inherited 
faith. My parents were thrilled with my calling to vocational ministry, but my 
dad preferred I attend a more conservative school. Based on what he had heard 
about SBTS, it was much too “liberal,” and Dad feared the faith he instilled in 
me would be challenged or destroyed.

One reason I opted for SBTS was because the vocational ministers on 
staff of Haywood Hills Baptist Church were alumni. I appreciated them, their 
passion for the gospel, and their theological perspectives, so SBTS seemed a 
wise choice to me. To be honest I had very little awareness of the difference in 
seminaries or their theological perspectives at that point in my life. Another 
motivating factor, of course, was the fact that Joan was already attending 
SBTS. It made sense that we would share our theological education.

The faith certitude I learned in my home quickly bumped into my wife’s 
perspective of what it means to be Christian. While at SBTS, Joan and I took 
several classes together. Our discussions about what we read and learned in 
class were lively and often heated. In fact, we can honestly say the only thing we 
“fought” about in the first five years of marriage was theology. Apart from our 
spiritual heritage, our upbringing and life values were very compatible. Being 
married to Joan and desiring to know her fully caused me to explore perspec-
tives and interpretations outside my comfort zone. This liminal time in my 
life confronted me with the necessity of additional awakening or conversion.
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I must confess that seminary was difficult for me at first. The transition 
from business school to divinity school was in many ways painful. In seminary 
I was exposed to diverse interpretations and understandings of the Bible, faith, 
and theology. These quickly collided with more rigid and carefully constructed 
parameters around my beliefs. I was awakened, challenged, frustrated, and 
energized at the same time. I was inspired by deeply spiritual and brilliant 
professors. Opening myself to the very things about which my dad expressed 
concern scared me to death. Change was inevitable, but change was a dirty 
word for a novice like me who was taught that doubts and questions are threats 
to one’s relationship with Christ. I was in the midst of an incredible faith crisis 
that would shift my life and ministry paths.

After seminary graduation I accepted a call to be the associate pastor for 
education and administration for a traditional Southern Baptist congrega-
tion in Florida. Inexperienced and “green,” I was excited about sharing what 
I learned in graduate school with my new faith community. Unfortunately, 
change truly was a dirty word in this heavily senior adult context. The congre-
gational mantra was, “Let’s keep doing things the way we’ve always done them 
in order to keep the members happy!” I was very unhappy trying to serve faith-
fully in a rigid context that was unwilling to explore new ways to form and 
shape faith. These were good, well-intentioned people, but they simply could 
not tolerate change or threats to their homeostasis. Our first ministry role out 
of seminary was a poor fit for us, but my experiences there inspired renewed 
understandings of what it means to be church. The most difficult part of the 
experience was the feeling of frustration that crept into my being when before 
that assignment I had felt successful in every job I ever had. In my first minis-
try role, I was perceived as a failure—by them and by me. My success-driven 
ego had trouble dealing with that reality. In hindsight, I can see God needed 
to teach me humility. I learned a lot about myself during those three painful 
years, and my ministry “chops” improved.

Following what I perceived as “failure” in my first full-time ministry posi-
tion, I felt the need to do career counseling. I wondered if I had misread my 
vocational calling. I knew I was a good accountant, and I knew I could run a 
hardware store (which I did in high school and college), so why was ministry so 
difficult? I contracted to work with Ben Curtis in Nashville, Tennessee. Ben’s 
wisdom encouraged me on my journey. I’ll never forget a couple things he said 
to me: (1) You don’t live at that address anymore (i.e., let go of your childhood 
perspectives on life, faith, and church), and (2) You can effectively serve another 
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church or go back and be an accountant or run the hardware store—God can bless 
any of these paths. Looking back, I realize my fundamental thinking about the 
nature of God’s call was bumping into new understandings that were emerg-
ing. I viewed God’s plan for my life as a rigid, linear path. Ben awakened 
my consciousness that God is more concerned with faithfulness where one is 
than the details of where one serves. This realization allowed me to engage the 
search process for a different congregation to serve.

After a fairly brief search, I was called to serve Westwood Baptist Church 
in Springfield, Virginia. God knew exactly what I needed following my shaky 
first ministry experience. Westwood was a breath of fresh air. There was a 
progressive feel at Westwood, and members were open to change and experi-
mentation. They were sponges—ready to learn from me—and they were 
prepared to teach me too. In fact, I’ll never forget a comment one member 
made to me: “We don’t want your book learning; we want to know what you 
think!” That statement was a shock to my system, but it gave me the courage 
to start living into my understanding of the faith journey. I was transformed 
by serving alongside hospitable, loving people. I found my voice and courage 
to live into inner convictions that began to emerge. I was permitted to try new 
and different approaches. Innovation was highly valued. I am forever grateful 
to the members of Westwood for their investment in me and my family and 
for the ways in which they participated in my journey of becoming a congre-
gational educator.

After almost five years in Springfield, I accepted a call to serve on staff at 
Huguenot Road Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia. Westwood is where 
I found my voice, but Huguenot Road is where I developed the confidence to 
trust my instincts about Christian education and to flesh out how congrega-
tions form faith in Jesus. I served Huguenot Road for almost 20 years and 
experienced many conversions along the way—as did the congregation.

Two other essential components in my formation as a church educator 
cannot be ignored. Shortly after moving to Richmond, I helped start a peer-
learning group—Greater Richmond Area Christian Educators (GRACE)—for 
like-minded folks engaged in Christian education ministries. I was privileged 
to learn from and stand on the shoulders of bright and gifted colleagues. I 
learned so much from reading cutting-edge books, and we stretched each other 
during lively discussions. I have no doubt in my mind that I am the educator 
I am today because of journeying with GRACE.
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When GRACE first started, many participated in a twice-yearly Family 
Systems Retreat at Lost River Retreat Center in West Virginia. Soon my 
GRACE colleagues helped me recognize the value of working on myself (doing 
family of origin work) and gaining new perspectives on self-defined and self-
differentiated leadership. I am deeply indebted to Larry Matthews and others 
who invested in me through these retreats. A systems approach influences all I 
think, write, and do today.

My Journey Now

After 27 years in local church ministry, I was called to guide the work of 
CBF in Tennessee. I served in that role for almost six years before assuming 
the same type of position with CBF in Virginia. While I no longer guide local-
church educational ministry, I am very much invested in helping churches 
nurture deeper, more mature faith.

I’m privileged as part of my work to visit different churches, to spend time 
talking to staff ministers and lay leaders, and to coach around faith formation. 
One thing is clear: many congregations are stuck doing Christian education 
in the same ways they have for decades. Innovation is not highly valued. Even 
when leaders have conviction that different approaches are better, resistance 
comes because change makes folks uncomfortable.

Local-church educators often teasingly refer to themselves as “the splinter 
on the banister of the local church” because educators are often the change 
agents. They recognize the need for change and work diligently to help nudge 
the congregation in the direction of spiritual growth. Their efforts are not 
always appreciated, but they serve a vital role for a faith community.

I’m wired to look for gaps in the life and ministry of a congregation. My 
INTJ Meyers-Briggs-type motto is, “There is always room for improvement.” 
My analytical perspective is not negative; rather, I am simply passionate about 
awakening consciousness and nudging individuals and congregations toward 
spiritual vitality.

No longer focused on just one congregation, I enjoy a much wider audi-
ence these days. Serving as coordinator of CBF in Virginia gives me a vantage 
point to reflect on the gaps created by institutional thinking, resistance to 
change, and failure to listen for the Spirit’s direction. For congregations to 
thrive into the future, we must wake up to current reality and learn how to 
embrace new ways of forming faith together as we partner to renew God’s 
world.



Preface

Why now?

As a student of family systems theory, I know “why now?” is always a good 
question to ask when considering a major project. Why now—25 years 

into the life and work of CBF—write a book about Baptist heritage, values, 
and convictions that birthed our movement and factors shaping our future? 
The convergence of the following factors cause me to believe this is the right 
time for this writing project:
• My journey as an educator in Baptist congregations and my work as a 

CBF field coordinator in Tennessee and Virginia convince me many folks 
sitting in the pews of local Baptist congregations know too little about 
our Baptist heritage and the streams that formed and shaped Baptists. 
Education about our rich heritage is needed. Even in congregations where 
folks have been educated about Baptist heritage, a lack of knowledge 
and understanding persists. I see this book as an opportunity to resource 
Baptists and other Christians and to invite awakening about important 
life-giving values and convictions we cherish and are convinced must be 
passed to the next generation.

• If we don’t know our heritage, we are destined to repeat mistakes of 
the past. A review of the issues that prompted the formation of CBF is 
needed—not to dwell on the past but to celebrate it and learn from it.

• I deeply value my Baptist heritage. Over the past three decades I have 
observed how our cherished values have been eroded and misunderstood. 
We stand on the shoulders of early Baptists who suffered and died for their 
convictions. I believe it is imperative we educate about and preserve these 
freedoms.

• Many folks still don’t understand the difference between a Cooperative 
Baptist and other Baptist groups in the South. While we share much in 
common and there is much we can do together for the kingdom of God, 
we need a resource that helps clarify differences—not to divide us but to 
foster understanding, empower congregations to self-define, and encour-
age mutual respect despite differences.
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• CBF celebrated 25 years of mission and ministry in 2016. For me, this 
new resource is a gift to CBF, one that can unpack our heritage, celebrate 
our faith journey, and anticipate our future together. While CBF’s 25th 
celebration did not focus on the difficult aspects of our birthing story, we 
provide that story for those who have not heard or need to remember. The 
focus of CBF is on what God has in store for free and faithful Baptists. A 
bright future awaits us because of God’s grace at work in us, because of our 
staunch commitment to historic Baptist principles, and because we stay 
alert to the movement of God’s Spirit among us.

Why me?

I am a lifelong Baptist. My father was a long-time Southern Baptist pastor 
in Alabama. He loved to tease with this question, “You know what I would 
be if I wasn’t a Southern Baptist?” With a grin on his face, he would respond, 
“Ashamed!” That remark illustrates my dad’s deep commitment to the 
Southern Baptist way of being Christian. Of course, we know being Christ-
followers is more important than our denominational affiliation. However, I 
feel strongly that our Baptist heritage is rich, unique, and worth passing on to 
future generations. Unfortunately, the Baptist brand of Christianity has taken 
a hit in recent decades. Many congregations have removed “Baptist” from their 
titles and church signs. The time is now to remember and celebrate what is 
good about being Baptist while acknowledging that the Spirit is also at work 
in all congregations that trust in God.

I began this writing project with a commitment to first do no harm, mean-
ing it is not my intention to display any ill will toward other Baptist groups. 
Good kingdom work continues through faithful Southern Baptists. Most of my 
family members are good Southern Baptists. I’m very grateful for the members 
of Southern Baptist congregations that nurtured and encouraged my faith. 
Mostly, I appreciate the excellent theological education I received at SBTS. 
Professors and fellow students opened my eyes to a much bigger world, chal-
lenged my limited perspectives on life and faith, awakened my consciousness 
about difficulties inherent in literal interpretation of Scripture, and enabled 
me to own my faith rather than simply embrace the one I inherited. For that 
great investment in my spiritual journey, I am deeply indebted.

I acknowledge the tension between “doing no harm” and being true to my 
lifelong calling as a Christian educator. Good education includes remember-
ing the history of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). In reality the SBC 
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became a new convention driven by different attitudes and perspectives under 
fundamental-conservative leadership. I do not mean to suggest all Southern 
Baptists are fundamentalists—they are not! However, this new leadership took 
the SBC down a different path—one that rejected and left behind key historic 
Baptist understandings, one that shifted to a top-down organization with a 
prescriptive approach, and one that closely aligned with a political party to 
advance an agenda. The fundamentalist mindset believed “the end justifies 
the means,” so the story about the takeover must be told objectively, without 
glossing over truth about the harm that was done in an attempt to advance 
the cause.

I ask “why me?” and have come to this conclusion: I am compelled to tell 
the story of the CBF because I love the Fellowship! My journey began in the 
Southern Baptist tradition. That tradition left me and many others behind; 
CBF was there to preserve my Baptist convictions and provide a positive 
picture of God’s kingdom and our place in it. The Fellowship is my home, 
and I am proud and honored to serve alongside so many thoughtful and gifted 
people within CBF.

I also sense God’s leadership in this writing project. Because of my educa-
tional background and ministry experiences, I feel compelled to unpack what 
it means to form faith, to nurture faith in the context of Christian community, 
and to partner with others in renewing God’s world. These words shaped my 
ministry, and I believe they can shape the future of the Fellowship if more 
holistically understood, appropriated, and practiced.

How to Read this Book

Before you begin reading this book, spend some time in prayer, asking 
the Spirit to speak to you. Perhaps the Spirit will choose to use your interac-
tions with what you read to reshape you and/or your congregation. This is my 
prayer!

Parts 1 and 2 of this book were written in 1992 by Dr. Gene Wilder as 
part of his D.Min. project. While visiting Dr. Wilder in his office at First 
Baptist Church in Jefferson City, Tennessee, I asked Gene about his disserta-
tion. After he described the project, I requested to read it. He not only loaned 
me a copy of his dissertation but gave me “A Convention of Contention—A 
Layman’s Guide to the Southern Baptist Convention Controversy.” In this 
self-published work Gene attempted to parse his doctoral work into a guide 
more appropriate for Baptist laypersons. After reading his guide, I envisioned 
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using it to tell the story of what happened within the SBC to set the stage for 
the formation of CBF. Dr. Wilder was delighted to share his work and encour-
aged the edits needed to make it more congruent with the focus of this book.

The purpose of Dr. Wilder’s dissertation project was to examine diverse 
Baptist roots (Part 1) and provide a guidebook to examine the issues and 
events that led to the conflict within the SBC (Part 2). While containing 
Baptist history, this work is not a history book. According to Dr. Wilder, “One 
cannot truly understand the events of the present without first understanding 
the past because we can’t know what we’ve lost until we first know what we 
had.” The chief purpose for this writing project was to help members of the 
church he served at the time be better informed about denominational matters 
and become better equipped to make decisions about future denominational 
partnerships.

Part 3 shows how values and convictions that shaped and formed CBF 
were put into practice in this new movement of God’s Spirit. This section 
contains historical perspective on CBF (1991–2017) and lifts up the words 
used to describe the Fellowship during the first 25 years. Rightly so, this 
section highlights the significant leadership of three executive coordinators: 
Cecil Sherman, Daniel Vestal, and Suzii Paynter. Part 3 concludes with the 
significant work of the 2012 Task Force, which strategically shifted the direc-
tion and structure of CBF.

Part 4 fleshes out the identity work of the 2014–2015 CBF branding 
campaign. Specifically, we focus on what it means to shape and form faith in 
the person of Jesus Christ for the sake of the world. In addition, we unpack 
key concepts flowing out of the branding process that give shape and form to 
the future of CBF: “forming together” and “partnering to renew God’s world.” 
This section is the heart of this book—making a case for forming faith in the 
context of Christian community and exploring ways to partner with others in 
renewing God’s creation.

I’m most grateful to the brave souls who dreamed a new dream and birthed 
the CBF. While moderate Baptists within the SBC did not desire or intend to 
leave, firm conviction demanded a return to freedom under the lordship of 
Jesus Christ. With joy I tell the story of the first 25 years of God’s work in and 
through CBF. With excitement I look forward to a future inspired by values, 
convictions, concern for the poor, an emphasis on justice for all, and the desire 
to partner—together—with others to advance God’s kingdom!
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her assistance with bibliography and footnotes and Andrew Maples for his 
thoughtful challenges to my myopic thinking.

I express many thanks to Gene Wilder for his excellent foundational 
contribution to this book. Without his painstaking research I would not have 
felt comfortable taking on this writing project. I appreciate his willingness to 
re-edit Parts 1 and 2 and write an afterword.

I’m also grateful to the faith communities in which I was privileged to prac-
tice the craft of Christian education and faith formation. I especially appreciate 
the many experiences I gained while serving Huguenot Road Baptist Church 
in Richmond, Virginia. Freedom to experiment and innovate for almost 20 
years helped shape my understandings and convictions.

I appreciate time spent with the members of the GRACE peer-learning 
group in Richmond, Virginia. The gifts of each participant are reflected in 
some way in my philosophy of education and my focus on faith formation. In 
particular, Israel Galindo, former professor at Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Richmond and current Associate Dean for Lifelong Learning and Director of 
Online Education at Columbia Theological Seminary, heavily influenced me 
through our time together in GRACE, substantive conversations, his writings, 
and his encouragement of me and my ministry.

I owe a huge debt of gratitude to CBF Tennessee CBF Virginia for calling 
me to leadership roles within the Fellowship. My role as field coordinator in 
two state organizations gave me opportunities to immerse myself in the life 
and ministry of CBF.

I am especially grateful for the privilege of serving alongside two CBF 
executive coordinators—Daniel Vestal and Suzii Paynter—CBF staff, and state 
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with Bo Prosser, Coordinator of Organizational Relationships for CBF, and for 
his encouragement and willingness to support this writing project.

Allow me to express thanks to Johnny Pierce for believing in this project 
and to Nurturing Faith for publishing the book.

Finally, thanks to you for reading and engaging the ideas presented in this 
book. My hope and prayer is that the ideas contained herein will nudge you 
to deeper faith and greater courage as you consider shifts in attitude, theology, 
and practice.
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