
Jennifer Harris Dault

Editor

The Modern Magnificat

Women Responding to the Call of God



© 2012 Nurturing Faith

Published in the United States by Nurturing Faith Inc., Macon GA,

www.nurturingfaith.net.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available.

ISBN 978-1-938514-14-2

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America.



For Central Baptist Theological Seminary, my soul mother



Endorsements

“The mark of a disciple of Jesus is a willingness to go wherever you are 
called. These stories of women answering God’s call to ministry power-
fully personalize theology debates that detail what women can and cannot 
do. The one thing a disciple, regardless of gender, dare not do is ignore 
the call of God.”

—Ed Cyzewski, author of Hazardous: Committing to the Cost 
of Following Jesus and Coffeehouse Theology

“Rev. Jennifer Harris Dault has offered us a gift in sharing the sacred 
stories of women called to ministry. From dramatic clarion calls to insis-
tent and incessant yearnings of the soul, these poignant stories give witness 
to the diverse and distinct ways in which God calls and the amazing array 
of gifts God pours out on women from all walks of life. After reading 
these stories no argument is needed or defense required for women called 
to ministry. It is abundantly clear that God calls women to ministry and 
God gifts women for ministerial leadership.”

—Patricia Hernandez, Director of American Baptist Women in 
Ministry and Transition Ministries for ABCUSA
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The Modern Magnificat has accomplished an important task: putting 
human faces on an important theological issue. I remember when I was 
first confronted with the question of whether or not women could serve 
in all facets of leadership within the church. After studying the relevant 
biblical texts in their historical context and seeking God in prayer, I 
became completely convinced that women should be liberated for all 
forms of ministry! As a youth pastor (at the time), I wanted to create an 
environment where teen girls and boys could discern the Spirit’s call into 
any role within the church. To do the opposite actually works against the 
potential impact of the Kingdom. So, I implore you; listen to Ali, Jamie, 
Heather, Katrina, Peggy, and all of the other remarkable stories about a 
God who declares that both our “sons and daughters shall prophesy!”

—Kurt Willems, Anabaptist writer, speaker, & church planter 
[KurtWillems.com]

In the 21st century, when we take for granted the integration of women 
in all areas of our common life, it is vital to hear the stories of women 
called into ministry. Harris Dault has given us a window into the particu-
lar challenges that Baptist women face.  These stories reveal the power of 
call, the passion to follow Jesus, and the willingness to continually break 
new ground in often hard and rocky soil. These stories are a must read for 
women and men who want to transform the church into a more welcom-
ing and affirming place for those called into its service.

—Robin Lunn, ordained American Baptist minister,  
Executive Director, The Association of Welcoming and 

Affirming Baptists
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Jennifer Harris Dault has assembled a collection of eye-opening, life-
changing, thought-provoking stories of women called to ministry. These 
are convincing testimonies that answering God affirmatively, following 
Jesus faithfully, and yielding to the Spirit completely do not guarantee easy 
paths. Their journeys include steep hills, deep valleys, sharp curves, and 
rough terrain, but the collective witness of these pages should persuade 
readers that ministry is a noble call that is worth the effort. The Modern 
Magnificat is a gift of honest and transparent narratives that stir emotions 
and invite respect for the wisdom, grace, and grit they portray. 

 —David Goatley, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Lott Carey 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society

Life is lived and remembered in stories. Stories have formed our personal-
ities, influenced our decisions, and shaped our faith. For ministers, calling 
cannot be understood apart from the greater story and the individual 
stories. As a lover of stories, I am grateful to Jennifer Harris Dault for 
collecting call stories from twenty-three Baptist women ministers, who 
write beautifully of their formation as Christians, their experience of call-
ing, and their adventures in living out that calling. They are stories of 
struggle, disbelief, pain, and seemingly insurmountable obstacles, but 
they are also stories of joy and delight in the hearing and following of 
God’s call. Each story was a reminder for me that God does indeed call, 
gift, and grace Baptist women for the work of ministry.

—Pam Durso, executive director, Baptist Women in Ministry, 
Atlanta, Georgia
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Foreword

For thousands of years, people of faith have offered their stories to each 
other. “It rained for forty days and nights.” “I used a sling and a smooth 
stone.” “We wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.” 
“The tomb was . . . empty.”

To hear a person’s story is to be given a sacred gift and trust as one 
human being says to another: “Here is my path.” “Here is what happened 
to me.” “This is what is possible!” And perhaps the deepest of all . . . “You 
are not alone.”

Our stories are some of the best things we can offer each other, so that 
we can touch, taste, smell, see, and hear experiences within ourselves and 
beyond ourselves, and so that we can be stretched, comforted, challenged, 
provoked, and inspired. Of course, it’s easy to miss the significance of any 
gift, especially when we sometimes get off track and start telling other 
people what their stories should be. But when we listen to what is in a 
person’s life, we discover beauty and riches . . . if we will lean in and pay 
close attention with hearts willing to be filled.

These pages that follow hold stories about being faithful people 
of God instead of being successful by the world’s standards, following 
unknown paths by going one step at a time, learning the wisdom of 
wandering, embracing the surprising, nerve-tingling movement of the 
Spirit, and dancing with a God who captures us with visions.

There is a word offered here for every believer as we all journey with a 
God who holds us and calls us into this wonderful mystery called Life. In the 
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writing and reading, in the sharing and listening, may these be sacred gifts . . . 
given and received.

Rev. Joy Yee currently serves as pastor of Nineteenth Avenue Baptist Church in 
San Francisco, California, where she lives with her husband, two sons, and a 
cat named Misty.
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What does it mean to be called by God? How do you know when you’ve 
heard God’s voice? How do you discern where God is leading? Whom 
does God call? Might God be calling me?

Calling is surrounded by questions. Am I hearing this right? Am 
I crazy? God wants me to do what? When Moses was called, his first 
response was, “Who am I?” Isaiah quickly replied, “Here am I; send me!” 
But when God shared with Isaiah what that call meant, he questioned, 
“How long, O Lord?” Sarah laughed. Mary asked, “How can this be?”

Calling is confusing and curious. It often takes us by surprise, invit-
ing us to join God’s work in a way we had never considered or dreamed. 

For many women, the call to ministry is particularly challenging. 
Those of us raised in the Baptist tradition were often taught that God 
simply doesn’t call women—but only men—to the ministry. And yet, the 
Spirit continues blowing where she will, dancing around both women 
and men, inviting all to join in service. What is a woman to do when 
she hears that call? How is she to remain faithful to what she was taught, 
while remaining faithful to the voice of God?

This book is an attempt to chronicle the journey of calling. In its 
pages, you will find the stories of twenty-three Baptist women who 
heard God’s call. These women are from a variety of backgrounds, span-
ning Baptist life. You will find Southern Baptists, Cooperative Baptists, 
American Baptists, Missionary Baptists, Alliance of Baptists, and others. 
There are women who are committed to being life-long Baptists. There 
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are women who find their identity in the Baptist church, but have found 
places of service among the Disciples of Christ, United Methodists, and 
Mennonites. There are women who are not sure if they will be able to 
remain Baptist.

Why Baptist women? Baptists are still at a deciding point concerning 
women in ministry. Most other denominations have either fully embraced 
women or have blanket rules prohibiting women from the pastorate. I 
believe Baptist women are in a unique situation, serving in a denomina-
tion that will ordain them, but may or may not hire them. 

While this book was being compiled, Baptist Women in Ministry 
(BWIM) released a news report stating that there are now 150 women 
pastoring or co-pastoring in Alliance, Baptist General Association of 
Virginia, Baptist General Convention of Texas, and Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship churches—the largest number in the history of these groups. 
The number of women pastoring or co-pastoring in American Baptist 
Churches is 485. According to the American Baptist Churches’ website, 
the denomination partners with 5,500 congregations. By these numbers, 
just over eight percent of American Baptist Churches have women pastors. 

While there are women who are still being ordained and called by 
Southern Baptist Churches, the Southern Baptist Convention officially 
states that the role of pastor is reserved for men. Because of this, there are 
no real statistics for women serving in Southern Baptist life.

I am honored to be able to share these stories with you. Among the 
pages are women who have helped shape me: friends, BWIM colleagues, 
and my ministry mentor. Others are new friends I met through this proj-
ect. Joy Yee, who graciously wrote the foreword for this book, is the first 
woman I heard preach. I was a college student at the time. Many others 
provided help and encouragement along the way. My dear friend, Rev. 
Kate Hanch, served as a sounding board for this book. Countless friends 
and family members helped spread the word in my search for stories. 

I hope these stories help offer insight into the experience of calling. 
The words offered here will not make the experience any less mysterious, 
nor should they. God speaks to us all in individual and personal ways. But 
reading and hearing examples of how God speaks and calls is beneficial 
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to all—men and women, ministers and laity. As ministers, I believe it is 
important to hear one another’s stories. It is a reminder that we are not 
alone, that there are others who share in the wider story. 

For a denomination torn over women in ministry, I believe it is 
important to hear the voices of those who are seeking a place of service. 
Hearing call stories offers a face—or at least a name—to what is often 
labeled an issue. When we do not know particular women who are called 
to ministry, it is easy to make assumptions about what type of woman 
wants to be a pastor. When we do not hear the stories of how churches 
and individuals can hurt women, we are content in telling pastoral candi-
dates that they are the best person for the position, but our churches are 
just not ready for a female pastor.

I have attempted to present these stories in the words of those who 
wrote them. Wherever possible, I edited only for grammar and clarity. I 
know you will be blessed as you read their words. The stories you will find 
in this book are sometimes painful, but they are also teeming with hope 
and strength. I pray that as you read, you will not only grieve, but rejoice 
in the many ways God is still working in and through Baptist women. 


