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Foreword

Remembering Miss Addie honors the memory of the late Ruby Welsh 
Wilkins (1919-2007), pastor of Antioch Baptist Church near Wadley, 
Alabama, from 1971 to 1984. She was the first woman to serve as pastor 
of a Baptist church in Alabama. It was my pleasure to know her as a 
friend and as an able minister of the gospel.

The characters in Remembering Miss Addie are fictional, but they 
sometimes go to real places. A few real people find their way to fic-
tional Harrington and Mintz County. When nineteen-year-old Cassie 
McWhorter is called as pastor of Peyton’s Chapel Baptist Church, Ruby 
Welsh Wilkins makes the trip from Wadley, Alabama, to Harrington, 
Georgia, to help with her ordination. Ironically, Ruby was never ordained. 
She had no interest in formal titles or recognition. She simply delighted 
in doing the will of the one who called her to be a minister of the gospel. 
No council ever laid hands on her head, yet there was power, grace, and 
blessing in the touch of Ruby’s small arthritic hands. Cassie can attest to 
that.

Remembering Miss Addie is set in 1998. At that time, my friend Bob 
Ballance was the editor of Baptists Today. In the novel, Bob and his wife, 
Catherine Kent Ballance, who is also a Baptist minister, travel down to 
Harrington to help ordain Cassie and do a story for Baptists Today about 
the little country church that called her as pastor.

Harrington has a low-power AM radio station that starts fading fast 
when you get about ten miles from town. The station’s most popular pro-
gram, next to The Swap Shop, is The Obituary Column of the Air, which 
101-year-old Miss Addie refers to contemptuously as “Who’s Dead 
Today.” My cousin Perry “Bill” Bailey, who has worked in broadcasting 
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more than forty years, graciously agreed to come over to Harrington to 
be the announcer for (cue the Hammond organ with too much vibrato 
playing “Sweet Hour of Prayer”) The Obituary Column of the Air, brought 
to you by the courteous professional staff of Webster Funeral Home in 
Harrington, Georgia, neighbors serving neighbors in times of sorrow 
since 1938.

About Mintz County, Georgia

Georgia has 159 counties. Only Texas has more. We once had 161, 
but Campbell and Milton Counties went bankrupt in the Depression 
and were merged into Fulton County. There is a movement underway 
to revive Milton County with its original boundaries, but even if Milton 
County is revived, we expect to lose some counties to kudzu before it’s 
over. When Georgia’s last new county, Peach County, was created in 1924, 
one wag said that Georgia had run out of people to name counties for and 
had started naming them for fruits. I named fictional Mintz County for 
a delightful friend, the late H. D. “Cowboy” Mintz, a veteran Southern 
Railway conductor and a spellbinding storyteller, and his mother, the 
late Leonora Ferguson Mintz, my eighth grade English teacher and one 
of the people who encouraged me to write. I gave Cowboy a copy of my 
first novel and told him that I had named Mintz County for him and his 
mother, as I considered them more deserving than some of the people 
who had actual Georgia counties named for them. As one who knew his 
Georgia history, Cowboy said that he agreed with me.




